XL Modifying the Program
AROUSED INTEREST LEADS fTO PLANNING WAYS
AND MEANS
The many possible ways to expand or enrich education for
home and family living might appall less courageous teachers.
American teachers, who wish to lead in educating for demo-
cratic living, will work to create interest in, and help to pro-
mote experiences which contribute to a successful family life
education program.
Planning ways and means to make experiences constructive
comes after interest is aroused. Effective and progressively
growing school-community programs of this kind are founded
on helping pupils and their families see their own gieatest
needs. Means of discovering these have been discussed in
Chapter IV. Discovering ways to meet them which lead to
successful accomplishment is the next step, with ultimate suc-
cess dependent upon the sincerity and skill of the persons
carrying out the program.
Probably the most important approach to modifying a joint
school-community program is one that begins with the pro-
gram as it is organized, pooling the efforts of all persons inter-
ested in enriching the present program, and making organiza-
tional and operational changes as the growth of the program
necessitates them.
Certain things must be considered when modifying a given
situation, especially when aspects of personal and family life
are being considered: the point of view on these phases of
education held by the administrators and teachers of the
schools; the attitudes of parents and the general public toward
innovations in the school, program; the extent to which the
school or schools in the community are operating democrati-
cally and base their programs on the social, spiritual, eco-
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